MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

the chastisement, and when the ties between them shall be

185  cut asunder" (Surah 2, v. 167).   And further: " The fol-
lowers shall say, ' Could we but return to life, we would
keep ourselves  clear from them,  as  they have  declared
themselves clear of us ' " (Surah 5, v. 168).

Among the obstinacies of their leaders is that of al-
Nazzam regarding the " leap " and his view that the body
passes from the first place to the third or the tenth, without
need of a medium. We find here also the obstinacies of
that class of perjurers who assert that the dead really kill
those who* are alive. We also find the obstinacies of many
of them in which they assert that he who is able to arise
above the earth one span has also1 the power to rise above
the seven heavens, and that those who have chained and
bound hands are able to scale the steeps of the heavens, and
that a small bug is able to drink the whole bottle ( ?).

Another of them, known as Kasim al-Dimashki claims
that letters of truth may form an untruth, and that the letters
which are in the creed, "there is no God but Allah," are
the same as those used in saying that Christ is a God;
also that the letters which are in the Koran are the same
as those in the book of Zoroaster of the Magians, being
actually the same and not simply alike in one sense. He
who* does not consider such views as these mental arro-
gance, cannot consider the denial of the tangible by the
Sophists an arrogance.

The Ashab al-Makalat (the writers of sayings) report
that seven of the leaders of. the Kadariyah gathered to-
gether in a meeting and talked of Allah's power to op-
press and lie. When they separated, each one was con-
demning the other. One of them said to al-Nazzam in
this meeting: " Has Allah [sufficient] power over what

186  comes forth from him to turn it into oppression and lying?'5
He replied: " If he has such power, we cannot tell whether